JUDGE RONALD N, DAVIES FARGO CASS COUNTY REGION V
BOB: Did you ever have an opportunity to meet A.C, Townley and L.L.
Williom
Griffth and¢¥Lemke?
14
JUDGE DAVIES: I knew them all! When I was ddAMdeabout Sewmicen years old,
they were living in Fargo at that time. Mr, Townley was‘;@esident of the

Non-Partisan League. I had a job in the headgquarters in the old Pioneer

Life
Eéégt Building, which ds still standin across from the old post office

Ul ding’and I used to drive to Townley in the summertime and Lynn J.

Frazier at the time was Governor of North Dakota. I remember him quite

well. The last time I saw Mr., Townley in the late 30's he wanted to sell
me some solution to rejuvinate batteries. He was on his uppers then; he
was in financial difficulty. He was a remarkable man for his time., I'm
sure you know from radio and television. Everybody could spot him in his

crowd--A,C. Townley., F—esh—cnemnber—that—rs—e—toyr—_icithorah—t—didnls

qz RO SR O S S Bl A D O 2 b e—bdes | remember one instance 1T
thought was very interesting. Lynn Frazier was Governor of North Dakota
and I guess T was in odd times. I did odd jobs. For example I'd get the W~
mail four or five times a day and whatever a flunky, a young boy, had to do|
around headquarters. But I remember one day Mr. Townley pickin' up the
phone and calling Bismarck. The conversation went something like this?
Mr., Fra%ier was Governor, "Lynn, this is A4.C. Got a meeting to@ibrrow
at tw;E;:;:aek here in Fargo." Down went the telephone. Not}%ill you be
there,”%onvenient for youfor anything of the sort. I thought at the time
that's a rather abrupt manner #in which to summon the governor of the

state.M. That may have been the way he talked, but that's exactly what

m he said and the next (Wlmorning the governor was in for the meetingL‘ﬁ-_

L G el ROl g SR EE=TETT L] 08 WE L Le Ot —eeuiso..l Vﬂgﬁzheﬁmasr-—ﬁe—ané-
fobhep—mere—trionis, | worked for Lynn J. Frazier. He took me to
Washington with him in 1928; I wanted to go to law school there. I had
been there as a fraternity representative the year before and like every

other young man, I 'spose, from out o' town I said, "I'd like to go to

3 4
school here. If you got a job, let me know!" Of course he saild, as I'm
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o N2y Others, "I willl"

And to my"hmazement that summer

. olle .
he sent me a telegram to report to Washington to eet® me for the job., I

had a job as a policeman, uniform, Capitol Police,

Newd SAPFFOT O SRS N T O T T TED

BOB:

rather unsophisticated and perhaps a dull person.

Some people have described Lynn Frazier to me as a nice fellow, but

How would you describe

him in terms of his personality and his ability as a legislator?

JUDGE DAVIES:

very dull--I would have to say.

T conceived him to

Well, he was a very nice, clean, honest, decent man, but

be totally without

Minagination and I thought he performed his duties in a perfunctory M

manner,

depth ig his thinking, T never could see it. It was

me'

that's the way he struck me,

It probably isn't a very nice to say about

A very decent, honest

0 d
You had to be here,%you were therea,cyou vote; but as far as any

never very apparent to

man, but outside of

the Frazier-Lemke Act, which I believe was mostly Mr., Lemke, I can't recall

-—even at this late. date--any legislation of which he was the author.

There may be some strictly of a minor nature.

BOB:

What do you think was his appeal to the voters?

He was recalled as

governor in 1921 and then he managed to be reelected to the Senate about

seven years later.

JUDGE DAVIES;

and he appealed to them; that's all!
He took to the platform and made some open-hearted speeches!

to Washingtonfénd they sent him to Washington,

Well, he was a big, honest,

How do you explain it?

open~fac

He didn't mak

ed, decent sort of man
e a lot of promises.

Y1 want to go

Aside from the platform

that was enunciated by the Nongfartisan League I don't think he ever had

any of his own that I ever heard of.

veputed
: demanded;*jkhyway)they took

said he was a very ingratiating sort of

and this is the kind of man we want for

I'm not aware
him off the

a fellow, v

of any. A.C. Townley
Hoopl e
farm at Hs;s& They

ery honest and decent,

governor!
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hypowtmical; that's about it!

I*ve heard my father

fo o ey m@ﬁ‘g#hm% And that's

tell that story many
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times; other men tell it too!

BOB: This may not be a very fair question, but how would you describe

A.C. Townley's personalitf?i? TR S T et S e—Gre s e T e ?
JUDGE DAVIES: Well, I always thought he was a very dynamic man! He knew
what he wanted to do and proceeded to do it. He could not tolerate
mediocrity. l”ﬂ“ﬁhen you were told to do something, right or wrong, you
did it! He was a great administrator! I think that was his greatest ap-
peal and he was no slouch when it came to talking to farmers. He could
really spellbind them,which he obviously did! Those were very difficult
daxs.) You can't env:leon the timesZ=days when yog":é"go:mg out wese to
525551 North Dakota, with a horse and buggy or maybe a ModeleT Ford.ezgg
you were not sure if you were going to get from one town to another because
there were no roads to speak of,you know? And his organizers were going
het Slb.co @;%
right out there and getting bhere—-what was 1t—-—ssxEeerr O dol-
lars or whatever they got for the membership of the League. I recall very
well that part of my duties when I was working w» summers ower—irerme for the
League $r~the—Piomeer—Buttd®rs was getting the mail., TI'd dump it on a
table and there'd be girls and men slowly opening the envelopes and they
couldn't even make<mﬁ;‘ﬁ?om whom the money camey sometimes., They couldn't
make out the checks and sometimes, of course, there'd be currency in it
and they just couldn't make out who sent it. They accounted for it. 1
mean they ‘bust had to pub“ﬁnknownf I mean theyﬁust couldn't decipher the

sender of the letter. I remember that quite well because George Totten,

Jr., was in the office at #fthat time and fhe Aater DE CaAME gmiryr et
epe—ierow, Treasurer of Henntpén County, Minnesota, and only recently

died over there, His father and George Totten, Jr., were very active in
the movement in North Dakota.

BOB: There's still some historical controversy over A,C, Townley and the
League, amd Some historians have described Townley and some league members
more or less as "shyysters". Was there any dishonesty? Was there any per-

. forth?
Sonal gain made from membership fees and SO 1
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JUDGE DAVIES: T never knew and I never heard of anybody, at least in his

own group, ever saying that A.C. Townley was dishonest. He had a total
disregard for money! I doubt if he ever carried any money with him! I
recall one time he and Governor Frazier driving up to Crookston. They were

on the Minnesota side of the river. I can't even tell you the occasgion

anhauh

for it, =me’ he mwanted some apples from one of the small towns along
there. He said to Lynn, "You'll have to stop in and get some apples. I
haven't got any money." And it wasn't because he was tight; he just never
carried any. I discussed this with my father and he'd become vehement M
about it.ﬁe saidg A.,C, Townley was widely misunderéﬁod. He never made a
dime, nickel, dishonestly. I don't think that he ever took a salary more
than was necessary to keep his family going. I never knew him to have any
money. He certainly didn't live in the style of which men of affluence are

accustomed., jYou may recall when they drilled for the oil at Robinson,

North Dakota—-you've heard that story-—they drilled a dry holq, Townley
and his people, th, he took us!" 1 don't know--think they used a diviMing
rod or wh;g:%:igzgzéhey—%eek-but he was way ahead of his time. I don't
think there was any oil in Robinson, but there was plenty of it in North
Dakota. He said he made a lot of money; he didn't make anything! And my
father used to tell me about that too. He MSaid that he really m
sincerely thought and believed that there was oil in North Dakota and, of
course, subsequent events proved him to be true and correct. 1 don't know f
a ”%icept his political enemiesgwho constantly would think that, of course..
T don't know of anybody bthat-was close to him that ever ¢ffgMaccused him of
being dishonest. That he had men in the field that were dishonest I have
no douéi%. The reason T have no doubt is because I've watched these
memberships come in and saw that it was very difficult to figure out who

got 'emyand human nature being what it is I suppose that somewhere along

the line there were men with sticky fingers. But I don't even know that

to be the case, but I suspected it was! I always did suspect that, but

%

they'd be minor people. Now there may be some others that were in J{f51ulﬁﬁ

That was a bgger operahion (4 thas e
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days, you know? I mean running around collecting memberships for these
farmers and I'm sure you know that it became a very powerful political
organigation. Of course at that time they moved into1ﬂmsR%publican

column and some years later they moved over into the Pemocratic column,

They were that, of course.

hi e 1P o 2 * 2
FOU CVCIT XITUW lhe lie UL LLULUILY

IJBeE—BAFTEST—No,~Just oy eI dortt—berdewe—dcver met the gentlemons

loeud 3 3 3

4 . P
Chn""s’\, eSOy LOSs uuau‘ TSI G LIC T

.,.Rnp: YO.’ he k}.icd LVlOLLiVC}y yuung.

L S E R ko W~ 3 - -5 W B - eX 2. 2 o e . 2 » )
o UUON URV Lo, L QoI vroeTrIeyeT I eveT iy L1y

beddere—fever M T,

BOB: Why do you think the League lost its popular hold andﬁﬁéjpeople by the
1920ts*?

JUDGE DAVIES: Well, I wasn't very old then, but I recall $f¢atbingides
&tblagp ] istening to dlSCU.SS:LOl’lSqi men involved and I get the impression
that the farmers got a little tired of one-man rule in the person of A.C.
Townley, That'éZ%{e impression I got because in 1920 I was only~é€-years
old; that's the impression I got from listening to other men in the office.

My father was in the office here too, you know, and when a boy runs around

the office in the knickers, you're not going to be to careful what you say

in front of himjsme& they'd keep on talking and ng kept

yéV( \f_f ;/U /7e 2r” f/)oJC fﬁl”f—s
right on llstenlng.ﬁg?hat's the impression I got; but whether it's valid or

not, of course, I can't tell you. But without any doubt—-later on he tried
to come back, but it was a hopeless cause. Farmers were doing too well;
they didn't need any gospel by that time., He's been compared to Alex
lMcKenzie, but the men 1 knew that knew Alex McKenzle and knew A.C, Townley-—-—
that knew them both--said that A.C. Townley by far the better ségprganizer,
by far the better leader, mmuch more glamorous—-if I PiMfmay

figure than Alex McKenzie

was dnd J never /’/)eu/ /f/e,x Mc.[énzl .
ever wasv——Qh@th the impresssion T got,

o~ ™ ° 0 rbesch
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stores they did open! 5_Hhe Brdton

BOB: Brinton yesfwf~””
stores, but

't

It seems to me that they did have 8

I don't know how that came about and I

=

Brlnuon!

JUDGE DAVIES<
my ;gﬂﬁi&éction is very vague.
'v;ali oo SRR Y=T=l MataX=RRE R oL e e
BOB: What happened to A.C. Townley and Lemke both later on in life?

became very conservative., Somwmkestm—all 0oL oot P ononat it
N 1T Th TS0 0T 537
i igi They were

JUDGE DAVIES: I have no idea where that split had its origin.
I'm

They

both very headstrong men. Mr. Lemke was & very smart man,as you know,

Supe——dver Smart fawyerss
He always looked as though he slept in his clothes, but he had a

very fine mind. ILater on he and Townley didn't see things the ¢iisame way.

dppesta There was a fight for control as there always is; that's my recol-

lection.
e s’ i ¥ alax T2 sk VNN
LA UL‘:':GJ’ gL ST I S g
‘ot
opin'y J

Bill langer is another man that I've had many dlfferlngﬁaescrlotlons

BOB:

of. What sort of a man was he? Sometimes he's described as a crook and

sometimes as the farmer's friend personified.
/illiam Langer was a different breed of ghdfman. He's

JUDGE DAVIES: Well,
probably as smart a politican as the state of North Dakota has ever known,

but let me tell you how I g first Ggfhet Mr. Langer. o I was in the City
308
Hall at municipal judge at Grand Forks in the early “‘ﬂ‘ug and some ofa@
(

"Mr, Langer is a candidate of the Republicar

M- pcople came to me and said,

He's going to speak at Grand Forks, Will you intro-

Party for Governor.,
I'd been watching the newspapers and everytime he'd ap-

duce him?" Well,
The b"]d\n ?wklmm ad
pear you'd find it under Gdreiewiimdemmes on the back page somewhere and S0,
(X
“"Well," T said, "there must be some good in th:Ls man.ﬂ‘&!ie Lﬁéﬁg

And that's where I met

3 L4 ?
down like thisl® So I said, "Ya, I'll do itl’
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him¥the night I introduced him in Grand Forks. Of course I knew him up
to the time of‘ﬁaﬂ his death. He“&%{aﬁan, of course, and I make no bones
about it and everyone knows it that he was most responsible for my ap-
pdhtment to the federal bench. wgaﬁéﬁéiio be coy about i1t and think the
President of the United States appointed us, which is technically true; ®
but I'm sure when the President of the United States appointed meg he
never heard the name before. He appoints a great many United States
judges, marshalls, ambassadors, and U.S. attorngzg—~the whole thing. He
was a very very brillant man! In all the years that I knew him and I sat
with him on the State Board of Pardons I never knew him to tell me some-
thing that was false, that I found to be false, never knew him to t&1l1l me
a lie, and T never knew him of my own knowledge of anything to be the
slightest bit improper or crooked--—ever! I'm well aware of the stories

: persendl was
they have told about him, but my weeedd@ cxperiencec Yhégs cuite the other
Way—~never.,
BOB: Did you ever have an occassion to go campaigning with him or to see
him at a number of campaign appeagﬁ&%es!
JUDGE DAVIES: Well, I was in a campaign one time that I recall very well
down in Richland County with a man by the name of Joseph B. Eﬁigééggg of
Grand Forks who ngequently fell out with the senator and as a matter of
fact i%ried to keep him from keeping his seat during the war years in the
Senate, We were campaigning down in Richland County and my recollection
is we had about 18 dates to fulfill and, of course, the senator was never
on time! We were always g@ittle bit late. He'd get somewhere and then,
of course, he'd never want to leave! It was a very exhausting trip for
me! I didn't want anymore oi“@&hat because at the end of the day--while
he was older than all the rest of us--he was in better shape than any of
us! He just loved to meet people; he generally did! He had a tremendous,
remarkable facility for remembeﬁ:;ng names! He used to alwags defeat me;
I could never do that! I have a great problem; I always did all my life
remembering names! I had to associate with something in order to ‘IV

remember it! But he'd get out in
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a ‘townj I don't care where it was and-#ase knowg Bill or &'AOI” Tom or Mac
by his first. name--maybe his jMg#last name. He did that consistently and
constantly! I never knew how he did it. He campaigned strenudbﬁﬂy, which
T think was one of the secrets of his success. Tt was a manwtoeman Mt
offense! He went to the people! I don't care whether it was a small town
or a big town; it didn't make any difference to him. He spent just as much
time in a little town as he would in Jamestown or Fargo or Grand Forks.

It didn't make any difference to him. But the difficulty was in getting
him away! Hédhggv;hother appointment at such and such a time and people

exclusivel ;
ex%Eﬂs:ve&§

waiting, waiting to hear him! He didn't care; he was enjoying

himself! He did love people! There's no question about it! )He had a de-

¥

lightful sense of humor. He was a great practical joker! He scared the
hell out of me one time! I didn't know that he was a very poor car driver
and I had a little Pontiac and I was in Bismarck at a meeting of the State
Board of Pardons and it developed that he was going to Fargo. And I don't
know where his car was or Hhis driver was)®® he says, "Well, if you're B
going, I'11 go in with vou!" I #Msaid, "Alright." So we got out to the
car and he said, "Gee, I've never driven a Pontiac! Let me take a wheel

at it." And there was a fella in the back seat. His name escapes me--I
may think of it later--doin' like this to me% “Don't: Mol #p! ﬂ)! Mo'® But
I didn't know and I let him drive my car and, by God, by the time we got

to Steele I was perspiring! He had the car all over the road and he was
laughing and lookiﬂ; around and that unlighted cigar in his mouth! Oh, the

mallo Waatiosy
man's name was ® that was in the back seat. ﬁsipyiwhe-was,_l-thiakr

et e Sl L CHANC O o = Do e e e s—amd—tcchange . 1 canli cewener™

Sl Well,tﬂmagknator wanted to stop at

Steele, Of course, by this time I'd had it up to here and I thought,
"Gee, 1 don't know if I carry enough insurance to go on like this with a

]
man driving that way!@ So when we got out there, I moved to the driver's

Mails _
seat and locked the car while iﬁih;? gave me one fine lecture for being so

foolish. He says,.‘“Don't ever let him drive! Don't you know he's a
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maniac behind the wheel? He's turned over a couple of times!"™ Governor
Langer came out of the office. He had been visiting and he started rat-
tling the door. He was mad as hell because I wouldn't let him drive! I

said, "Oh, no! ©No, no." He grumped all the way to Fargo 'til he got over

ig!
AR * £ He said, "you don't trust me do you?" I said, "Not with nmy
car I don't!" I discovered later that he was one of these men that would
[like this]:

drive a carg. #& would look around and visit around and take the cigar out

of his mouth and¥all over the road! Just a very poor car driver! Now

that's fine on the track where you can get some ¢iiirbdibddbcontrol Mgatay

bumping, but I didn't enjoy it in my car. see-trioy;—re—rrere—err-—etmbouilcn

1 X
e NTIOW T L L EtiWE&i: y EWZBC}-EL ii .;

JUDGE DAVIES: No, I just knew who he was; that's all. I waswfq'?;'say,

you see ~rtdatlt know any of these men from after_we=€ame back to Grand
VA ] . N

Forks from Great Falls, MSﬁ*.-;ﬁ\\QZO._.f"éT that I was in school and in

college here and in Washingberr™and I came Pmek to try and scratch a living

and practice law,—%Nd my contact after that was absolUtedx inimal except -
with Sepnas#6r Langer--would have been Governor Langer. Then Mr., Langer when

irst met hinur’@e became good friends and some way or other I always §f

stood with him., I just liked the man; I guess he liked me! We got along
very well! T didn't always disagree with him! I can remember a measure
that he was a sponsor of--I think it had to do with the f&eduated.}%nd 7@x.
I'm not sure just which one it was, but he was running around North Dekota
referring to me as Little Sir Echo. There was a song out .about that
time—:Little Sir Echo?” So I met him and I said, "Bill, you got‘a hell of
a nerve to do that!§ I said, "Don't you do that in Grand ieseMlForks!"
And he said, '“‘“I'm not a damn fool! I'm not gonna do it in Grand Forks."

And he just laughed! He didn't like the position I took. I said, "We're

Hot aMEoing to go for MeMMthat!” T think that was the measure. 1 may
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be mistaken, but it was a measure. We beat that measure 14 to 1 in Grand
Forks County and I think almost the same down here and they beat us state-
wide about 5 to 1, but I called him up and I told him. I geMsaid, "You
know, I don't know where you dreamed this one up, but I can't go with you
on this. I want to tell ya; I'm at the head of the local committee that's
going “to fight that measure!" "Go ahead! Go ahead," he laughed! He
wasn't bitter about it if he knew where you were on a matter, I don't
think he liked i{’for vou to give an impression on a matter and é;é anotheﬁ
of course., But I do think--at least in my case--he respected you for tel-
ling hjﬂhgﬁﬂﬁis is what I'm going to do”and ;h‘f%moceeded to it! But he
-¥¥> was something else aga%gi/fghe time I was trying to get some professional

businessmen in Grand Forks to realize that Senator Langer-—-Governor

Langer~-wasn't any kind of a monster! I said, %Yo
him! TI'11 tell you what I'm gonna do. I'm going #to set up about three,
four tables of bridge in my home the next time he comes to town--and he
plays bridge after a fashion--and 1 want you to meet him. I don't care
whether you support him or not--don't support him! Just come and meet
him! ‘Fﬁhﬂ!&h&ﬁﬁiﬁﬁ%n}t make all these decisons 'til youfve met him!" So,
sure enough, later on he said he'd come up and enter into a bridge j |
game. I said, "Llsten, Governor, don't tell me you're going to be there
at 52 {c‘)u 're not going to be there at e-‘sélu'ookabecause I've got

rl‘:%éeﬁybeeﬁ men there, all businessmen, lawyers, and doctorsg that |
have never met you and don't think a hell of a lot of you! 1 just want
them to meet you so that they know you're not some kind of a ogre!" HeWNw

satd he'd f
be there and he was there! Well, we started playing--1'd never playedll
bridge with him before! We started playing and I was his partner one of
these rounds. I guess he had dealt and he said,‘ﬂ%&@ we playing Bismarck
rules here?" I said, "1 don't caret® If%éiﬁ:tknow what the Bismarck

rules were., "Is that alright with you men? Is that alright with you

doctor?™ “Yeg," from the other side of me. I looked at my hand and

G R e e et b
* i3 Y (v
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Bt s—— iy
,JHDGE—B&¥$ESr-)E§ hand is full of face cards-—tremendous hand! He says,
"Bismarck rules o.k.?" I said, "O.K.!" And he laid his hand down and he
didn't have a face card and in Bismarck you don't play if you haven't got

a face card. I said, "The hell with your kind of rules! After this we
nlay every hand!"™ But he just laughed and thought it was great! The point
isyafter he ‘I.left——he visited with those men, of course. Then I'd meet
these men on the street and they'd say, "Well, you know, I had an entire &4
different opinion of that man!" I said, "I tried to tell you that! If you

meet him and talk to him--you've heard of Langerism like you've heard of

Communism and Socialism and Bolshevism, eaé=his bave heoen geoliincise—smaert
You never stopped to consider that the man just might be another human
being that you might or might not like!" Well, we kept it up u#§til he
carried the county in Grand Forks County. They had to like him when they
met him because you couldn't dislike the man! They didn't alwayiﬁ agree
with him, of course, and some of them supported him shamefacedly., That is
they wouldn't be telling everybody, but they were supporting him privately.
It wasn't considered a thing to do in those {jfdays to support him, you
know, for a great many of the people, I didn't give a damn!

COMMENTS ON LEGAL PROFESSION

BOB: Do you think there's been a change in the legal profession in North
Dakota? Are the standards higher now than they were earlier in the state?%
JUDGE DAVIES: Yes, I do, but I'm sure a lot of people wouldn't agree with
me because we are as much of a lieing profession as lawyers and it fisn't
only the Watergate fall out.giill 11" yvou graduated from the law school or
are admitted to practice, you do have an examination. Even I think they're
becoming increasingly more—-not more difficult but they're screening them
more., DBut, of course, we have people perhaps shouldn't be practicing law;

—
but as you watch the newspapers you'll s§ee we have some doctors, some ac-—

countants, men in all the professions that shouldn't be practicing their

. ion!
profession: There are so many of us; we're so exposed! For example so
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many of our people in the legislatureyin the Congress.ywere exposed to it,.
Where do we rate? I think along with used car salesmen in popular esteemn,
I saw that somewhere. There was a rating by professions and we didn't do
very well on that. 1 don't even remember where I read it. But I think the
State Bar Association of North Dakota, which is, by the way, the first of

the integrated bars in the United States~—l923§&'believe.

BORs Ok

T T it T O It o
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BOB: I didn't know that!

JUDGE DAVIES?AI¥CD, Cirey Tede a determined effort to try and keep their

'5;6 werel

house in order. We didn't always succeed becduse perhaps é@ittle timid

Nt

abo talking to one another about these things, but they're getting tough

and tough

and they should be! For example they have a funéd--1'm
aware of the oe-.lls of it—-where 1if some lawyers, for example; éﬁould
Jﬁgﬁﬁﬁﬁgr somepne! s r\?y9 there is a fund that the Sia e Bar has set up
that makes that availabigw“x%phe Plsiiiiiiisd ‘éﬁyer is in the wrong.
Apparently’?ll of them don't ég}”- malpr—‘”ice insurance and it's i‘“ﬁﬁtﬂ#ﬂ“ﬁ
indoctrined)to yvou. Although my Un.ers~~na1ng now is--in my day is that

they rarely carried any. I $»ooablv should hav~avout a great number of them

carry it. I guess bhey oL all innocent mistakes that .sst you a lot of

money! For eﬁampl:=”’m examining an Abstract of Title for yo» . You wantjto

purchase & bujgéing over here and I overlook a mortgage for $15,000 ; dt¢ll

vou to gofhead and you get the title of it; I'm going to have to pay thaf

$15,000 mortgage, that's my fault, Tthy

gZersoanl resoonq1b111tv'l No, I have rebeatedly said and I*ve yet to see

any bar any better than North Dakota. And you tglnk that's strange because
we're a small state, but it's true., For example I recall a case. I had the
case; it went to the United States Supreme Court. Phillip Vogel of the

Vogel Firm here in Fargo took it up to the Supreme Court. He'd never aw

argued a case up there until then! I select him because T happen to think
Tt didntt bother him one bit to

. R an y
of him., He's a very accomplished lawyer:
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go to the Supreme Court anymore than it would to go into my court, or ny
son's court, municipal court or any other court! He was very fine and
there are a great many of 'em like that in North Dakota! People seem to
think that you got to go to a big city and get a big name to try a law
suilt! In North Dakota I could name man after man that's capable of trying
a very complex law suit! I don't care whether it's anfiitrust or what it
involves! They're very capable--broadly speaking. Of course we've got some
I wouldn't want to try an? kind of a case with, but T mean in the main,

And I've told this to other bars too! I sincerely believe it! If some of
our lawyers came into court as illeprepared as I've found 'em @n both
coasts, we wouldn't get along very well together and they just don't do that
here~-the good lawyers. They're well prepared, they know what they're et
doiﬂsgand how to try a law suit. You think that's A@ittle strange for a
smal} stateydon't you? But why should it be? They're intelligent mens
g&ﬁgsgzellceducated; they work! They jus,t don't look at those books; they
go into them! People have said to me many times, "Do you know what's in all
those books?" I said, "I certainly don't! I'm not trained to do it, but I
am trained to know where to go to find what I have to learn to handle a
particular law suit that I'm trained to do!" My goodness, some of those
books I'm sure I've never opened! We have thousands upon thousands in our
@zeneral library downstairs. Some of these here are just the workative
books. No, I've got a high respect in spite of the fact that every once in
awhile we come up with a man that did wrong and it will happen again. It's;
happened before! But they tend to publicize it when a lawyer does 1t be-
cause they say, "Well, he's trained! He should know the law!" Of course
he knows the law! But they forget that we're frail; we have all the
qualities of a human being that any other profession has! [ig#Ve're just
men; feet of clay. We do things mmz‘*ﬂmnﬂdn't do, but we seem to get a lot
more publicity out of it! I think you'd agree to that. Lawyersywhen they
get into some sort of a ‘5am, they're well publicized. And perhaps we

should be: seeessmc of 211 the people that know what 1is right and what 1is

7
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#Wrong we either know or should know or certainly can find out. fnd if I

can't, how can I expect a men like you who hasn't had any legal training to

kno'w-! Txﬂl’\"h‘i‘ A3 A Jrr\n +r~_1: SAA= \l SP.LLQ aia) h'v‘ +he Tfrrx:r]‘?
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JUDGE DAVIES: DNo, sir, you've got a man in Bismarck, Wil;}ah Re. Pierce,

oneNpf the fine lawyers in this state. You've got one fDickinson,

Theodors C. Kellogg. He's practically quit practic;fﬁ” I Just happened to
think of tigge neames; I know there's many other,iéry fine lawyers. Just
nd Clyde Duffy. They could
go into anv fdiiigidmtsestencourt——get e prepared! They're not afraid
of anything! They E;~w they're ﬁéjust,{éaling with men and with people and
with laws dnacted! Nol'ng fr*ight' ‘em, We've got young people—-we've 48
got young lawyers that won% comg’ into Federal Court. There's something
differant about itj; there's éf5éthing odd! T don't know what frightens fem!:
I*ve had cuite a time wit@;gémewif them! Tt's Jjust absolutely foolish!

"vou get yourself a casva Try oneﬁéwtthese cases. Don't get yourself a

big case that you caﬁfﬁ handle! Takehéag that you either can't win or you
can't lose! That'ﬁ”ﬁhe kind of a case toE}NY! And you'll find out that if
you study our r fes of civil procedure, theréxkgry much like yours except

we had 'em fiyst! There's nothing mysterious abgﬁak‘hﬁéderal Court anymore
than a Statg Court. A court is a court! It's just.é”:xway there set up;
that's a}l!" And once thy came they've told me I wondefkhxy I was afraid to
do thift I said, "I wondered too! Now I knew that if you éé:e in and tried
a cgbe you'd find out there's nothing mysterious about trying a cuse in a

Ffderal Court." It is because, M@ I'm sure, the greatest share of liti
: 0CCIS /5
gation is in State Courts and some of our lawyers have never had.anuyagﬁedgto‘




d of afraid of ite~-nothin' to it!




